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how impossible it would have been, with blood so tainted, to
have weaned them from their idolatry and immorality, was
seen in the fact that in a few years they had quite forgotten
the God of their fathers, and had embraced the Assyrian
religion, melting into the surrounding population, and soon
leaving behind them no trace of their separate existence.
Northern Israel with its ten tribes being thus summarily wiped
out, the hope of Israel was centred on the smal1 Southern
kingdom of Judah. But there, too, Baal and Ast&rte worship
were as rife as they had been in the North ; and although the
prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah hurled their thunders against the
prevailing idolatry with a fierceness unapproached by Hosea
and Amos in the North, even their voices would have proved
as impotent as those of the Northern prophets, had it not
been for two very important facts. In the first place, owing to
the presence of the Ark of the Tabernacle in the Temple at
Jerusalem, the sense of Jehovah's invisible presence there
between the wings of the cherubim, was more indelibly
impressed on the minds of the people of Judah, than was
possible in the North at so great a distance from the Capital.
The sense of Sin, in consequence, was more easily aroused by
the consciousness of any breach of Jehovah's law; and the
word of God as announced by His mouthpieces the prophets,
fell on minds thus imbued with the sense of sin, with a
more profound effect than in the North* In the second
place, the remembrance that the captivity and exile of
the Northern tribes had been foretold by the Northern
prophets, and especially the fulfilment of the prediction of
Isaiah as to the destruction of the host of Sennacherib by the
power of Jehovah, lent to the prediction that Judah also would
be swept into captivity, the weight almost of a Divine
decree. But still the "high places,* the pillars, and the groves to
which the people had been so long accustomed remained; and
sanctioned as they were by all the force of prescription and
time, neither the exile of the Northern tribes for the like sins.